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<p><b>A Richard and Judy Book Club Selection.</b> <br /> <br /> A man arrives at Larkwood

Monastery claiming sanctuary. Edward Schwermann is accused of Nazi war crimes: the

chances are he's stained with blood, but politics demand that Larkwood shelter him. And

Schwermann has intimated that the Church offered him sanctuary once before, during the war.

It is this potentially embarrassing claim which brings Father Anselm onto centre stage. Once a

lawyer, Anselm is sanctioned to make discreet enquiries in Rome, but as he edges towards the

truth behind Schwermann's crimes, his renewed contact with the outside world threatens to

overwhelm his fragile spiritual identity.</p> <p>For Agnes Embleton, seeing Schwermann's

face on the television has brought back a flood of memories: of Paris, of The Round Table, a

group of idealistic students who tried to save thousands of Jewish children from deportation, of

the Frenchman who betrayed them, and of Schwermann, the German officer who sent the

children to their deaths. But what Agnes doesn't know and Anselm discovers is the personal

investment Schwermann had in The Round Table, the silent bargains made by its members

and the true extent of Schwermann's final treachery.</p> <p>2005, Nibbies, Short-listed</p>

<p>2005, Theakstons, Long-listed</p> <p>2004, McKitterick Prize, Runner-up</p>
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